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Preface
The chronological scope of this book requires a word of explanation. I originally intended that it should cover an even longer period than it does by including a chapter on the 1640s and 1650s and, perhaps, an epilogue on the way that some of the principal themes played out in the later seventeenth century. In the event, an expansion of the number of areas addressed for the years prior to 1642 has effectively limited what could be included in a single volume. No less important, despite the resurgence of early modern legal history in recent years, the civil war period and the Restoration era remain particularly deep black holes in terms of existing knowledge. The more I have learned about them the more convinced I have become that it would be foolhardy, and very probably misleading, to adventure premature views without undertaking the root and branch research necessary to give the subject the treatment it deserves. While this retreat from the original strategy to a more conventional 'early modern' chronology has no doubt resulted in missed opportunities to consider legal, political and social change over a longer period and with due regard for a unique discontinuity, I hope there is some compensation in the wider range of subjects I have attempted to integrate into the present account. Indeed, the sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries were such a dynamic period in English legal history that it may eventually be concluded that from a legal perspective the 'revolution' occurred before the civil wars even though twenty years of political upheaval could hardly fail to leave their mark.
Over the years between the book's conception and its final realisation, I have accumulated many institutional and personal debts. Grants from the British Academy, Leverhulme Trust and the Huntington Library, along with periods of research leave from Durham University, helped provide the time and resources that made the research possible. A Mellon Foundation Fellowship at the National Humanities Centre in North Carolina gave me a welcomed opportunity for reflection and the development of some critical areas of the study; I am grateful to the staff there for their wonderful mixture of help and hospitality. I am also vii appreciative of the numerous archivists and librarians who have facilitated, or at least tolerated, my inquiries and visits. I thank Richard Fisher and Michael Watson of Cambridge University Press for their extraordinary patience in sticking with this project, and for gently, but firmly, reeling me in as it has come to completion.
So many people have in one way or another supported the work or encouraged me to keep at it that I am reluctant to make a list for fear of leaving someone out. Nevertheless, I would like to extend particular thanks to Robin Frame, Matthew Greenhall, Paul Halliday, Cynthia Herrup, Henry Horwitz, the late Mervyn James, Rebecca King, John Morrill, James Oldham, Wilfrid Prest, Tim Stretton and Keith Wrightson. Although I am of course responsible for all errors and other defects in the book, I am particularly obliged to Joanne Bailey and Adrian Green for reading large sections of it and responding with such thoughtful advice. Like other scholars working in or near the field of early modern legal history, I have benefited enormously from the counsel and works of Sir John Baker, but I would like here to pay particular tribute to his monumental bibliographic and lexicographic publications. They have provided invaluable charts through the vast seas of black ink and crabbed hand-writing that early modern lawyers have left behind as well as an essential manual for negotiating the Law French in which they chose to write.
On a personal as well as a professional level, I am grateful to Michael Lobban for valued advice, friendship and logistical support when I was working in London. As ever, my greatest debt is to my wife, Sharyn; a few lines can hardly do justice to the thanks I owe her for her patience, forbearance and enthusiasm over a very long haul. Finally, I would like to dedicate the book to the memory of John Cooper and Franco Guisberti, a teacher and a fellow graduate student of mine. Both died untimely deaths years before a single page was written, but their interest in, and encouragement of, my pursuit of this particular segment of the historical landscape when it was not a particularly fashionable thing to do has been remarkably sustaining. I wish I could offer them a better memorial, but I offer it with deepest gratitude nonetheless.
viii Preface
Abbreviations and conventions
Unless otherwise noted, the place of publication is London. Dates have not been modernised, but 1 January is taken as the beginning of each new year. Since so many of the manuscript sources referred to were originally written in Law French, I have not thought it worthwhile to note which are in English and which are not. In quotations, punctuation has sometimes been added, but modernisation of spelling has been kept to a minimum. Case law in this book is cited using the standard legal abbreviations, principally to named law reporters. The vast majority of reported cases can be found in The English Reports (1900-32), a multi-volume collection of most of the printed law reports from the mid sixteenth to the nineteenth century. Legal citations are more fully explained in Donald Raistrick, Index to Legal Citations and Abbreviations (2nd edn., 1993). Because they are cited frequently, fuller bibliographical details are given below for the reports of Sir Edward Coke, Sir George Croke and Sir James Dyer. 
